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III Aa ho watched the Btrickon oncmy
j j

j slink off toward tho skyllno and knew
' there would be vongeanco lator on,

j Dick. Anthony no more feared the. fu- -
f fl turo than ho thought of flinching from
J II his own half-drill- ed rabble,
?! I He admitted to himself now that his

two quick victories within a week
f j meant little moro than two spur marka

j; A on Russia's hide.
Ho had to Btir if ho was to save

g; fl Porsla from the Russian yoke! Aotlon,
jj! fl and only action swift, unexpected

I and well-plann- ed could help him in
j c Jj Persia.

I; I Russian dead and wounded lay
scattered over two square miles ot

y 9 plain, and tho walled oity of Aotra- -
f bad lay helpless for the taking.
8 U His ragged lino stood still gazing

H In wonder at him in tho flush of his
now success,, gaping belief, now, more

j than over of XJ3bog All Khan's wild
n story, that made him Alexander of

j j Macodon rcincarnatod. But ho can- -I!I I torcd down among the spaccd-ou- t cora- -
I panles. letting tho sunlight flash

; along tho blado of his strange Jowel- -
I od claymoro, and his voice was like

' I .tho cracking of great whips, as ho
j made his will known, his seat in tho
I saddle that of a man who is obeyed:
n "Back!" ho ordered. "Back to your
jj hills again!"
1 "Let them loot, behadurr Usbog All

.'f Khan advised, riding up to Dick's
j jj side.

ft Dick wheeled on him. spinning his
Ji K big horso In ono of those swift movo- -
f! jf ments that were as disconcerting aa
8, y they were characteristic
ft: f "I' made you second In oommondl
Ej h "What aro you doing hero? Tako tho

loft wing and answer for your men's
j bohavlor! Join your command, sir!"
? "Without another word ho spurred to
Ji the far end of the other wing whero

" his sovon hundred horsemon wore
I drawn up and Andry Macdougal

8 leaned, swearing soft, endearing oaths
j at tho machine gun.
! "Whore awa'?" called Andry.
i "Whero awa'. Mr. Dicky?"

Dick reined in and tho huge man
ald a hand on the charger's withers.

"Back to tho hills, Andry. Aro your
, men in hand?"
( "Ou-ayc- !"

i, ' "Then lead the way! Lead off. with
your guni Back along the way wo
camo!"

"But Mr. Dicky
j "What?"

I "About Marie?"
. j "Man I Her that's waitin' wumman

I on the princess j'onder!"
I Dick scowled at tho horizon. A

,i cloud of dark dU6t curled and cddlod
h above a low hill and stampeding Cos- -

sacks; beyond tho cloud, he knew, was
' tho princess who had Interfered and

played with him until ho was outlaw
I who had onco been proud Scots gen- -

j, tleman. It was only human to connect
tho princess and hor maid together In

I one comprehensive loathing, and to
I n forget for the moment that the mala

t f 1 had fallen victim to Andry's gargoyle
IIS charms that she loved the hugo man
; I and that sho had already given proof

I of her devotion.
J "Did you hear my order?"
1 "Av! Stan by y"r traces, there! Tako
I hold"!"

Sixty tired mon sprang from tho
ground to do his bidding instantly,

fl i and Dick rodo on to whero all the
j f Russian resorvo ammunlflon lay piled
'i on commisarlat wagons, horsed from

j tho stables of Russian officers.
"Forward!" he ordered, pointing to

Si 1, tho hills, and the cavalcade began to
i: )i move.
J: At the far end of tho other wing
J j Usbeg All swallowed his own thoughts
I: i of plunder and forced Dick's will on
I men whose Ideal might be Persia Hb- -

i erated, but whoso immediato yearning,
- J like his .own, was for tho loot in As- -
i j! trabad bazaars.

f, "Blamillahl" he muttered in . his
1 is beard. "The fellow strokes his stub- -
' .'I born chin, looks up once to heaven,
I and then knows what to do! I tell
I tales of him that I Invented and the

ii tales prove true ones! I prophesy
4 about him, and tho prophecies come
fl true! Who am I that I should doubt
J: tho hand of Allah! Nay I am a sol- -
I dlor and I have my orders!"
ji He rode like a' thunderbolt, once up
1 and once again down tho line, shout- -

ing for closo order; and slnco close
I order presaged movement of some
J kind they obeyed him readily onough.

Dick halted where the foothills
rose abruptly from tho level land, and

I tho horses could no longer drag tho
1 heavy wagons fast enough to keep up
Jj with tho climbing infantry.
I j He ordered the woundod taken from
J J tho wagons whoro they lay on tho

j cartridge boxes. He ordered bough lit- -
ters made for them, and told off car- -

jj riers. Next, out camo tho cartridge
1 boxes, and he served out two hundred

rounds a man. There were thousands
. on thousands of rounds left over, and

he had them packed on the horses.
:h Then he ordered:

"Haul the wagons by hand along-
I that ridge! Draw them up in line!"
I They obeyed him, wondering. In full
B view of the distant city they arrangedI I j a barricade of wagons, overturning

thorn and locking each to each until
I tho wholo was like a wall,
j 1 "Now guard them for me until my
II return!" Dick ordered, riding down to
I where tho rear guard watched lnqula- -
m itivoly. Usbeg All stared wido eyed,
m but Dick bade him lead the advanco
ffl guard now straight up toward the
I, mountains.
H "Lead off with tho horse!" he order- -

Ifl ed. "Throw out a screen ahead and on
either flank. Wait for me unless I have

M J caught up beforo you reach the fifth
M mile."
11 1 Dick shut his lips tight in a way
9 that Usbeg AH was beginning to reo- -
I ognizo for tho- - abrupt, blunt end of ar- -
9 gument. He saluted and rode away,
j "Nowl 'Tontionl Listen!"
j They hod been leaning on their
II rifles, but the crack and resonance
j Dick gave his words brought them up
M standing like drilled men.
h "Yonder Is Astrabad there are not

many Russians left, but those we have
Just worsted may rally and return.
They are likely to. I am going on, a

1 day's march from here. If you are
fl attacked you may send a man to warn
1 me. Meanwhile you Tuasuf All com-- -

mand this rear guard. Stand here andI defend this position and these
I wagons until I como back. Don't trou- -
1 bio to conceal yourselves. Light- - flres
1 tonight; let tho Russians know where

you are; and tho best way to avoid at- -
1r tack will be to make tho Russians
i think you are moro numerous than you
1 are. To the wagons forward march!"
1 Five minutes lator, ho left them
1 digging trenches with whatever tools
'1 they could Improvise, and he rode
J away with no doubt in his mind thatI tn0Z. wo4 sta-- there.
1 "Forward!" ordered Dick, riding to
If tho head of the remaining Infantry,i Up. up Dick led but said nothing and
1 answered questions. Not even when

they camo on tho advanco guard, walt- -
ing for them on tho plateau, and Us- -

I bog AH Khan r.ode back to report the1 trail all clear, would Dick give any
f details of his plan
1 Ho called a ha:t at last when he
1 reached the brow of a cliff that over--

hung the plain., and pointed to a
m fringe of trees behind which they
1 might lio and rest.
1 "No campflres now! No watchflros
jfl tonlghtl No nolso! Bat your rations
1 cold and sleep whero you Ho!" ho or--
9 dcred.
I "Bahadur, I am second in commond;I may I not know the secret?" askedI Usbeg All. "Am I likely to betray a9 conflaenco?"
1 Dick smiled. He knew well tho1 Afghan's loyalty. But ho knew, too,
B who had told those utterly amazing
ill talcs about Iskander come to llfo
H again, and he Judged that such poet- -
Bl leal imagination wo.uld bo better not1 too freely fed. Dick wanted his army
III quiet incurious at rest
n "Thero's no zsocrct,-Usbo- All, I've

got suspicions by dawn I'll know the
truth. Help mo pick watchmen nowl
Use all your wits wo need eyes, oars
and silencel"

Then as Gideon once did In Blblo
story, Dick took stepB to chooso a
handful from his host on whom no
could depend. He and Uflbog1 All walk-
ed hero and there, hero and there, in
and out among tho companies, iook-In- g

for mon whoso oyos were bright
still, and who woro not too tired to
answer jest with Jest.

It took them two hours to pick a
hundred and llfty men; but at last
thoy had throo fifty-ma- n platoons to
tako the strain in turn, and then thoy
pushed a living fring far forward, bo-yo-

tho low foothills to tho hot Plajn.
Dick posted them, though Usbeg All
went with him to see, and Usbeg All
listenod to the orders that ho gave;
but the Afghan learned little.

"Now for tho olosoat watch that
over army kopt!" commandod Dick.
"The man caught nodding dies! Tho
first man to get Information wins pro-
motion on the spot! I'm short of good
sergeants!"

"Wo will watch as tho night birds
watch for mico!" they promised.

"Two hours!" said Dick.
"Two hours, and then reliof for

four then, two hours' watuh again!"
When the last fixed post had been

attended to, he and Usbeg All walked
back through tho gathering gloom to
tho foot of tho overhanging clfif, whoro
Dick had ordered a grass bed made for
himsolfj raised on four cleft sticks.

"I'm going to sleep here," he said,
"where they c?.n And mo quickly. Go
up to whoro the men lio; sleep until
dawnl"

"Sahib, I
"It is an order, Usbog All!"
So the Afghan went, regretfully

almost resentfully yet sore-oyo- d

from loner wakefulness, and soon his
snores sang second to Andry Mao-douga- l's

rasping salutation to tho
sleep god. Tho whole host was sleeping
almost before the sun went under, and
nono but tho shadow lurking outposts
saw four horsemen, ono by one, go
racing along the plain at chance, un-
certain intervals.

Dick's orders wero for sllonco and
no attempt was made to shoot tho
gallopers; throo slipped by untouched.
So tho fourth man, riding within
sound of tho third's hoof thunder,
gathered confidence He rode full pelt
Into a trap. Thoy tripped his horso
with a pegged rope, and' pounced on
him to strip him, and whether ho
broko his neck In falling or thoy
broke It for him thoy reported him to
Dick as dead. When they had torn
t'tci) onhi ul i l rum ma uouy
thoy discovered a letter tucked In hlo
sock, and hurried to Dick with It,
quarreling as they ran as to who had
earned tho reward. Dick leaping
from his bed beforo they were within
ten yards of him promoted all five
Instantly.

Then he struck match after match,
and burned his fingors In his eager-
ness to read tho message, chuckling
to himself and thanking tho god of
good adventurers becauso ho knew
enough Russian to understand the
fifty words scrawled on a piece of un-
official paper. No need of an Interpre-
ter! No one to share the news! No-
body, then, to warn the Russians?! For
tho hundredth time his trick of keep-
ing silent had served him well!

At dawn, when tho drifting, gray-
ish mists were rising to proclaim the
hour of prayer, he found Usbeg All
Khan adventurer, idealist, true be-
liever rising from a prayer mat fac-
ing Mecca.

"Look!" said Dick, pointing through
a rift In the mist to the plain below.
Something moved. slowly, liko a
darker bank of mist amid tho rest
half a thousand feot below, and ten
miles distant noiseless apparently,
and yot there was a hint of something
that suggested thunder.

"By tho blood of Allah's prophet!"
said tho Afghan. "Guns!"

"In a few hours we will havo
guns!" answered Dick.

Never, probably, since in tho dawn
of ages Asia first began to writhe
under tho hatos and loves, tho devil-
ish desires and passion-bre- d wars of
individuals, had tho hot plains out-
side Astrabad seen fury such as rent
the Princess Olga Karagcorgovlch
while Dick's little army wound Itsway toward th hilla.

"Cowards!" sho screamed. "Curs!"
Sho turned thorn, though it took

two hours. She brought them to a haltat last rallied them faced them
about and led them back: and how
sho did it, only sho knew. There wero
men behind her when sho came whoso
faces streamed blood whero her whip
lash had descended; there was an or

whose blood ran in his oyes. Thoy
followed her liko little beaten dogs,
tramping in fours as if In leash, too
dazed and frightened to remember
anything, or to do anything but obey
hor dumbly and march numbly at herbidding back to Astrabad.

They wero challenged brought to
a halt outside the gate.

"Open!" she ordered, and the gato
swung

So she rode in at tho head of a lit-
tle moro than two half regiments,
reckless of the dead and dying on tho
plain outside and thoughtful only of
Russia's grip that must bo reclenched
on northern Persia. Gono was hor
passion for Dick Anthony gone up in
a blaze of anger and replaced by a
hate for him that was Inhuman in its
devilish determination. Gono was the
thought of serving Dick by playing
the Okhrana false gono any hope of
seeing him king.

Not a minuto did she wasto. Th
wires were down and tho Caspian
cables cut; she had the field all clear,
and none now would bo likely to op-po- so

her orders. She seized new build-
ings for the Cossacks, raided tho
bazaars and seized an ample supply
of food, arrested twenty of tho lead-
ing citizens, and whipped them set
Astrabad with tho prepara-
tion for new, resolute beginnings.

Then, looking out toward the foot-
hills from a high muezzin's tower, sho
saw Dick's lino of wagons and believed
that ho intended to entrench himself
In that position.

"Idiot!" she laughed, gazlncr through
binoculars. "Ho waits for me! I must
smash tho wagon barricade with,
guns!"

But, tho gun3 had been sent to
harry Dick In his former fastness up
in the Elburz mountains.

"Gallopers!" she ordered. "Four! No,
six!"

Sho wroto a letter, and mado six
copies of it, ordoring tho gun3 to
hurry back and not wait for their es-
cort, explaining in fifty words that
Dick Anthony was entrenched near
tho city, and that thcreforo tho road
below tho foothills must be clear. She
sent thorn ono at a time at lntorvals,
in case of accidents. Two got by un-
observed. Tho following three were
seen.

It was tho last man whoso letter
reached Dick Anthony.

Wreathed in tho rising mist. Dick
Anthony stood silent on the cliff's pro-
jecting lip and gazed through bi-
noculars.

"Bahadurl" said Usbeg All, drawing
nearer now respectfully, yet somehow
with a hint of, insolence. He was an-
gry that ho 'had not been consulted.

Dick closed his binoculars, snapped
them in their sling case, and faced
Usbog All at last with a good hu-
mored smile that mado tho Afghan
wish he had not spoken.

"I'll trouble you to get your men in
hand Usbog All. Get a thousand hid-
den along that ridge to our right
that ridge that reaches out across thoplains. You'd better hurry tho gun-
ners won't be long about breakfast.
Waltl Play a waiting game! Whenthey get well within rango, open on
them; they'll limber up and retire tolook for their supports' after they've
answered with a round or two. Leave'em to me then. Don't follow pepper
'em at long range. But don't breakcover!"

So, whtfo tho gunners ato theirbreakfasC thoro crept botween themand Astrabad a long lino of Persianswho had a crow or two to pick withRussia.
A trumpot sounded. Leisurely thegunnera seized their reins and mount- -

The ' Lancing of , the Whale
od. They started at an easy walk sixgun3, ono following tho other, witnan extra ammunition wagon to eachgun and a considerable convoy of pro-
visions.

A second trumpet soundoa for thotrot, and for perhaps four hundredyards the column Jogged and bumpedalong, with hoavy wagons Jolting InIts wake, making the dull, rumblingthundor that ridoo ever with artillery.Then, an officer of tho advanco sawsomething pn tho ridge ahoad thatawakened his curiosity.
Instead of sondlng an alarm back,and letting tho guns halt until hohad investigated, ho galloped aheadalono; and as he spurred timed to anicety Dick Anthony led his sovenhundred horsemen at a walk bohlndtho other rldgo. Now, tho Russianswero between two hiddon bodies of anenemy and absolutely unsuspicious ofthe fact.
The officer rodo on and nothinghappened. Ho reached tho edge at a

gpint where low bushes crowned It.over It and disappeared. No-body hoard the yoll for help as hewas dragged from his horse andknifed; nobody saw his body again,for the jackals finished it that night
Tho rest of tho battery continuod toadvanco. subllmoly ignorant of twitch-ing fingors curled over triggers andof a machine gun whoso mcohaniempurrod to tho testing of a cannv, caro-f- ul

Scot The Cossacks loosed" their

J

that,
tunics lit tholr pipes and somo of
them began to sing.

It was that other sense all savage
people have that wordless Intuition
of impending danger that brought the
advanco guard to a halt at last with-
in a hundred yards of tho ridge. They
halted first, and then an officer callea
"Halt!" without exactly knowing why.

The order had but left his lips whena rifle shot mado the word his lastone; and then instantly the whole long
ridge bocamo a lino of spurting flame
and there was no advance guard any
longer only a row of horses that
stood patiently and ono looso horse
that galloped back. Heads appeared
above tho ridge, and yells that made
the blood run cold wero raised in a
sudden storm of sound.

Tho Russians unlimbered and got
Into action with a speed that did them
credit, and there wero enough men
left to man each gun and send a with-
ering doso or two of grape shotshrieking on Its way across tno
ridge.

But Andry's machine gun oponod on
them
In a storm of bullets that seemed to
slit tho very universe in fragments,
and that rattled off the barrels of theguns like hall on a window, tho Cos-
sacks hooked their teams up, turned
and fled back in tho direction of the
mountains back to meet the Infantry
who should be hurrying hot foot to
catch up to them.

They rodo straight toward Dick An-
thony. Ho loosed but half his seven
hundred, and rode straight at them!

There was sword work before theguns wero taken. A major of Cos-
sacks, maddened at losing tho battery
that represented all tho pride he had,
singled out Dick and met him hairway. blade to blade. The odds woro
on Dick Anthony tho minute they
touched points.

But a Cossack rushed to his ma-
jor's aid. and Dick's good chargor
groaned, hamstrung and helpless. A
Perslon shot tho Cossack dead as Dick
dismounted, but tho Russian major's
sword missod Dick by tho breadth ofa breath of air.

he yelled; but ho gavo
Dick no opportunity to yield. Instead
he rodo in with a rush, to make an
end.

Dick sprang, if a man may bo saidto spring whoso movement Is too quick
to see, the horso in front andseized the major's leg. Ho could havokilled him then and thero, for thehorso raced on and Dick's grip was
unbreakable.

Tho next thing that tho Russianknew waa that Dick's foot was on
him and a claymore's two-edg- pointwas at his throat

Dick called half a dozen mon andordered ono of them to snatch themajor's sword away,
"Now, bind him hand and footl"He looked onco keenly at all six ofthorn, memorizing faces; each knewthat he could pick all six again outof a thousand should he wish to"I hold you six answerable ' forhim!"
Ho had time to look around himthen, and In a second his calm humoroft him. His eyes blazed again andhis lips became a straight, hard line.His Persians wore butchering theirCossack prisoners! Dozens lay deadamong the gun wheels and under theof the horsos.ess, Fifty moro werelined up. ready to bo shot and hewas just in time to fling himsplf infront of them, and stop the voHev thatwould have turned his battlea shambles and hi3 victory to a crinS
Midnight found tho PrlnccqRKaragcorgovlch. chin on hand star-ing at tho distant Persianthat danced before a row of uSse?wagons.

Sho beliovod Dick Anthony behindthat row of flres.
Reasoning, in her wild, swlft-twlst-i-

way, ignoring facts and trustingonly prejudice, sho had doduced thatDick was afraid to keep the city hohad won. Sho bollcvod him now to bowaiting for reinforcements, and ncr-ha- ps

to bo arguing with a swarm ofdiscontented men. Tho only alterna-tive suggestion sho could mako wasthat he meant to watch for tho re-turning guns and then slip back tohis mountain top whoro ho wouldthink that ho was Bafe.
Sho wrote another message and sentsix more gallopors careering through

the night, and this time ouch boro allttlo map that showed tho lino ofDick's probable retreat Tho Infantrywero told, instead of following thoguns, to climb into tho foothills huntfor Dick's trail and Ho on it in am-
bush.

Feverish hands, sho know, wore la-
boring at the wires that had beencut Within an hour from midnight
she expected to be in touch again withPetersburg and tho secret swift-pulsin- g

heart of half the world'streachery. The Okhrana. then wouldhavo to know what the outcome of thoplan was to use Dick Anthony. '

Tho thought was disquieting.
But that thought brought othors,

and It seemed to hor 6he had won!From tho first tho plan had been to

take sir!"

crossed

mako Dick Anthony an outlaw, so that
Russia or rathor tho Okhrana that Is
Russia's bane might havo excuse forbringing down more troops to Persia.
What more excuse was wanted for the
invasion of Persia by an army corps?

Sho began to see now that her ven-
geance on Dick Anthony might be
accomplished better while at tho same
time making her own position doubly
strong with the Okhrana.

Through the dark, stlfiln st'-eot- s

she ran swiftly, though entirely un-
afraid, to a palace that tnd as-
signed to her for quarters bofora she
and tne military came to :oggcrhcads.
There, in a strong bo that was
screwed to a heavy table, there weropapers that contained tho whole Rus-
sian depositions as well as a chartof Per3la's weaknesses.

She opened tho box now and chunk-le- das she drow her finger over thomap, sweeping every other minuto at
tho moths that fluttered against tholamp or fell singed on her secret pa-
pers. Suddenly she slipped the map
back in its envelope and called hermaid.

"Sit there!"
The princess pointed to a chair atone end of her desk, and the maid saton it, leaning both elbows in front ofher,
"Write!"
With doft Angers, now, she tookdictation, writing in longhand, butso swiftly that the princess scarcely

had to pause. The princess spoke with
hor eyes on tho wall in front as ifshe woro focusing the future and sho
did not notice that Mario Mouquln
had inserted carbon paper underneath
the sheet sho wroto on.

Sheet after sheet was filled. Sheet
after Bhcet was laid on the blotter:but a carbon copy of each sheet foil
in tho maid's lap, and in a moment
when the princess pausod to think,
shifting in her chair restlessly andglancing to a shuttered window, the
sheets were rolled up and slipped intoa stocking.

At dawn, they brought word that
tho wires had been repaired. By that
time Olga Karageorgovlch had a mes-
sage ready, written in code, and hers
was tho first message that went
through. It stated, after asking that
tho army corps be started on Its
crawling way, that a letter giving
fuller and Important details followod;
and the letter started, ono hour later,
in the pocket of a man whose orders
were to kill as many horsos as he
could by galloping.

But beforo dawn, another messenger
had gono off In a difforcnt direction;
he bore a copy of the princess' letter,
and the original of her secret map.
8towed with them In tho envelopo
was a sheet on which tho maid had
poured her heart out In what sho
thought perfect English, and the wholo
was addressed In a rambling hand to
Monsieur MacDoogle, chez Monsieur
Richard Anthony.

a,
"Modern guns, bahadur!" exulted

Usbeg All. "Nearly automatic!
no need to re-ai- after caou

shotl A llttlo Intricate, tho mechan-
ism, yes but shooting with Buch guns
Is easier to teach! Maneuvring? Ah
that la difforcnt, but wo havo pickea
our best men; they can already ride,
and the teams are good! We aro anarmy, now, bahadur we havo guns!"

But Dick knew they were very far
Indeed from being an array yet He
knew that two regiments of' Infan-
try wero hurrying to overtake thesoguns ho had Just captured and that
fie must deal with those regiments
within a few hours.

The Russians had all that he had
not They had oven aeroplanes and
wireless. He might expect at any tlmo,
ho thought, to boo a dozon aeroplanes
circling Hko kites to mark him down:

and he had hoard too much from thoprincess about an army corps allready to cross over tho border not tobolleve In its cxlstonco.
"Get thoao guns hiddon along theridge!" he ordered. "We'll wait herefor those Cossack regiments."
But he was not destined to fighttwo battles In tho same place. Dick

had hidden his six cannon In ambuah;Usbeg All Khan and tho othor Af-ghans wore busy teaching their be-ginners tho A, B, C of gun practice;a screen of scouts had Doen thrownout In four directions, and Dick wasbusy taking stock of the contents of
the captured wagons when a man ap-
peared over the trow of a gentlo risehalted In doubt and was brought
down at long rango by a rifleman.

Within ten minutes the dead man
had been atrippod and his letter waaon its way "to Dick. In tho prlnccaa'
usual style the letter was unnddrosn-ed- .

though It hore hor scrawled in-
itials. Drck tore it open read thomessage to the' Cossack Infantry, or-
dering them to tako to tho hills and
Ho In ambush there frowned, foldedit, tiod it in a cloft stick In a way thatIs customary all through the eastand called a horseman.

"Tako this letter. Ride until you
And the Russian Infantry. Give it totheir officer commanding. Say you
had It from the Princess Olga Kara- -
georgovlch!" ,

Within an hour Mario Mouquin'a

"Then,

"Surrender!"

messenger rode Into view and threwup his hands In the nick of time.
He gave Andry a big envelope, andAndry passed It to Dick without so

much as looking at It
"It's yours," said Dick. "Open It!"
One by ono, with awkward fingers

that were more used to heavy laoor.
Andry drew out a letter from the
French maid to himself, a folded map
and twelve sheets of closely written
carbon copy. He passed everything to
Dick except tho letter.

Dick sat on an ant-hil- l, pouring
ovor the map and comparing It para-
graph by paragraph and line by line
with the carbon copy of a letter, hiseyes glinted as he recognized tho

genuineness of tho map
and letter, both; ho recognized careful
workmanship, and most ingenious
pains in the provision for a constant
succession of brigades on the march
southward. And with an Instant
genius that is born in a few men, and
that cannot even bo acquired by most,
he laid his finger on tho weak spot
beforo ho had turned two pages.

"Look here, Andry!" Dick exclaim-
ed. "Look hore, Usbog All! 's

Usbeg All? Send him here. Look at
this, both of you. See? This is tho
track of the gunboats and other
Btcam craft that are to bring the first
division by water. They're to deliver
their loads in Astrabad bay and thon
return for more. Seo what it says
here? Shallow water! See this footnote?
Water growing shallower every yoar.'

Note the provision for floats and
tivo craft to bo collected and kept iii
Astrabad bay to help tho troops
ashore?"

The Afghan was staring at tho map
over Dick's shoulder, running Angers
through his beard and striving hard
to mako sense of what was altogether
strange to him.

"Take it and look at It!" said Dick,
pushing the map Into his hands. "It's
all planned for an advance, Isn't it?
Do you seo the slightest preparation,
anywhere In one particular, for a re-
treat? What would happen for in-
stance If It wero attacked from thisdirection?"

"In the name of Allah tho Compas-
sionate, bahadur, this Is tho gift ofGod! The Russians arc delivered intoour hands!"

"Not yot quite. Usbeg All! But you
see tho Idea? They've mado a foil ofus they've used us as a good excuse
for tho advance; and onco thoy got
hore provided wo stay still they'll
havo ua shut In at their mercy. But
wo needn't stand Btlll. We can tako
tho flght to Russia, and that my
friend, is what we aro going to bogln
doing this afternoon!

"Usbeg All," continuod Dick, "hurry,
plcaso. and pick mo out the beat four
hundred men wo havo four hundred die-har-

to lead on a forlorn hope!"
"WllLyou Invade Russia with four hun-

dred?" laughed the Afghan.
"Surely," said Dick. "I want you and

tho rest to hold thoso two Cossack regi-
ments In check behind us."

Thero had been too many messages,
too much ordering and counter order-
ing, for the officer commanding the
two Cossack regiirients not now to
bo thoroughly on guard.

His scouts reported tho approach of
Dick Anthony's men"" long before half
of his preparations for an ambush
wore complete.

Long-rang- e firing began at once,
but it Served him to do little more
than disclose to Dick the nature and
extent of tho defenses. The first in-
spection satisfied him that he might
woll tako his four hundred horse-
men Naway, for this was a clear case
for infantry and guns.

"By tho wagons, ho's provisioned for
a few weeks, Usbeg Alii Lay alogo to I

him!" ordered Dick ""i1""00
camptakn JnKfnToSkSS
ly satisfied ff"i And him in tho sam

PlThoWfou? hundrobdirode off. and the
only man who had tho leaBt Idea of

bo orwhat their destination might
of the nature of tho wofr ah! wafl
Dick, who rode in of. item

Ho rode ahead for a mile or two,
and then, flince he did not know what
new olane tho prlncoan might havo
made.nor what relnforcomenta nho
might havo summoned, ho ecnt twenty
men along in front of him. under an
Afghan officer who kmw to an ounce,
or a mile, the endurance
and could guess within a reaaonablo
fraction of the limit of a man.

What had been a cruel march from
Astrabad was scarcely more than a
nleacant rrallop back again. In the
cool of the night the horses were
still fresh enough to quicken the
pace, and it was long beforo midn ght
when tho. leading acout caught sight
of a watchflro burning beforo tho
barricado of wagonB. Ho galloped
back to report all well, and nothing
loos than Dlck'a authority could have
suppressed tho cheer which almost

I burst out from tho column.
I Dick wont to tho front row now
and led them along in Bilonco. and it
wa3 he who answered tho cnallongo
of a aentry half a mile before he
reached tho barricado.

Ho rode on with scarcely a word to
the sentry, and his men filed after
him by two in silence.

"Salaam, bahadur!" said a deep
voice when the barricade was near.

"You, YuflHuf All?"
"1 sabih."
"All well?"
"All wen, nanauun
"Good!" said Dick. "Loavo fifty of

your men hero. Thon tako the rent
and hurry to Uabog All's aid. He
needs you I"

"Whero, bahadur
"Back along tho road we came.

Yes now tonight!"

Olga Karageorovlch took hold of
the reins of government In Astrabad
and held thom with a grip that would
have done credit to a practised ruler
of another sex.

She had enough men there to hold
the place now against any now at-
tempt Dlok was likely to make, but
not enough mon by a long way to lot
her daro assumo the offenslvo until
the guns should come.

She sent telegram after telegram to
Russia along the mended wire, urging
that the army corps be started on its
way.

In proof of how careful the Rus-
sian plana had all been laid for In-

vasion of Persia when occasion offer-
ed, gunboats with troops on board
began to arrive and drop anchor In
tho bay the day aftor hor telegram
was sent

She was aoizod with a yearning to
have It out with Dick to capture him,
and torture him and kill him with hor
own fingors beforo tho army corps
should come to rob her of hor re-
venge. The sight of his dead body
would not be enough for her. 8he,
sho must kill him with her Angora!

Then ehe oaw dust and a column
on tho sky lino She sent gallopers to
tell the guns to hurry. Gazing rrom
a tower through strong glasses, aho
know nearly as soon aa tho gallop-
ors thatthe gunners had loft theirguns behind and were trudging aR
another regiment had done, weapon-
less, ashamed! Now she knew that
Dick had fooled her; that ho wasn't
behind that row of wagons aftor alii

And, peering from behind the
wagons, Dick laughed, In that strange
unmusical Infectious note of his, In
about three keys and without a word
of explanation

Ho could see. bit by bit the whole
puzzle piecing itself together Into the
Bhape ho wanted. He could guess what
move the princess was likely to make
next; and his laugh rang like a bell
as he saw tho smoke of a fair-size- d
gunboat lifting over the seaward sky-
line.

Tho commanding officers refused to
march out of Aatrabad until the mon
from the gunboats had marched In,
and though she stormed at them and
threatened them they stuck to theirpoint. So there was a long delay
while a little force of sailors, marines
and nondescripts was got together on
the shore and tho boats woro stripped
of all axeept their engineers. Then,
when tho new force marched in, the
old and far more numerous force
marched out, hot foot In an attempt
to reach the two regiments before
Dick Anthony could capture them or
else utterly destroy them.

" As they marched Dick watched thom
closely. He had seen the men brought
from the gunboats by tho shore. He
saw the city gates closed and the few
defences manned by newcomers. Half-
way, as he was. between the city on
his right front and tho bay on his
left he saw everything and read be-
tween the llneB. Later, he saw tho
new, big gunboat drop her nnchor In
tho mud and almost hor whole crew
landed to be marched Into the city.

Russia was at her old gamo ad-
vancing! No thought of a retreat or
the need for covering one entered tho
head of any ono connected with tho
business.

At night, with steam hissing gent-
ly through the safety valves In proof
of readiness for all contingencies and
of oil fuel's superiority over coal,
they all slept except for a man or
two who watched tho gages In tho en-gi-

rooms.
Dick's orders were given so silent-

ly that only the company officersgathered round him could hear them.
Tho fifty men whom Yuasof All had
been told to leave behind wero lennow in chargo of tho horBes. and
company by company the rest wore
led in silence to the shore, where they
hid In deep shadows. Fifty men wore
sent to cut tho wires again; for now
it waa Dick's turn to wish eecrecy.
Fifty more men laid down their arms
and went in search of email boats. Itwas two hours aftor dark when the
keel of the last small boat dlscovcr- -

voice said:
"All ready now, bahadurl"
With a little splashing and oar

bumping, which mado Dick and thocompany commanders curse, but did
not disturb the drowsy gunboat
crews, the Ave advancod units of Rus-
sia's Caspian fleet wero surrounded
one by one. Dick blew a whistle, andat once tho small boats all headed in-
ward. An alarm was shouted, long too
lato. Tho bigger gunboat's siren
screamed and hor searchlight flicker-
ed and then flared, full-o- n. But by
that tlmo Dick waa up tho sido of her

on deck with his sword drawn, and
each of i tho other gunboats was in
liko predicament.

"Below with youl Get bolow!" com-
manded Dick, and tho thinned-ou- t
crews obeyed. They showed less re-
sentment and more curiosity than thomilitary more disposition to change
masters without troubling themselves
about it

But oven Dick, who knew what toexpect, was surprised at the readinesswith which ho was obeyed. Tho on-gl- ne

room crows were utterly outnum-
bered, and In the bowels of the big-gest of tho gunboats that on which
Dick held the wheel thero was
grim, tremendous Andry with a rlile
in his hand to seo that the brldgo
signals woro answered Instantly; butthero was no opposition anywhere.
The men on tho other four gunboats
obeyed the orders of Dick's deputies
as readily, and got up anchor with-
out waiting for a taste of force.
Threats were sufficient

Dick led the way on the biggest of
flvo gunboats through the winding
shoal of Astrabad bay and out to open
water whilo the city behind him staredat tho row of watch fires ho had leftdancing before upturned wagons. Be-
fore midnight, he was out of sightofland, steering by compass, and very
closely followed by the rest in single
line ahoad.

So ho steamed with the wind behindhim, ordering his men to study thebow machine guns and bring ammuni-tion for thom up on deck. To hl3amazement, a Russian gunner left onboard as night watchman volunteered

to show themrhow to uao tho seven. i lPounders, and Dick accepted his offerwithout comment; tho knout with ua ;
otalned laoh hanging in the u h ol- - 'IuiU8e was sufficient comment on ,.iy- -tning a Russian aallor did by way of ,'
treanon. r

Something of tho aamo kind hap- - r, R
Pened on the following Bhlpe, for K H
when Dick led them in a long sweon ' B
around toward tho leo of a big ls. 1land hla searchlight ahowed their guns i Bunhoused, and acratch crews bubvtrying thom. In a few minutes. n Iorderod the aoarchllght dlacontluuedl ' Ifor hla heart leaped within him at thaeight of Rusalan riding lights. There Iworo dozona of them! There wa a ' Sregular fleet at anchor, ducking s.ni

'

tossing In a rising sea. Thoro were B
enough ahips thero to be carrying n

ton thousand mon and he had five y Iships, with four hundredl I"Come on dcckl" ho ordered do-sr- Qthe speaking tubo, and Andry catne. V B,
"Now, Andry, choose your gun taj:e ; fi

that aoven-pound- er if you care to. You 6 Ican eeo the RuBsian nhlps? They think Iwe're part of their fleet running to Iohelter behind them. Tho atorm'a rls-- 9
ing every second. By the tlmo we're ' 1
abreast of them it ought to bo a har-- Sr lea no, and six nhota ought to turn 1the trick for us!"

plunging like a '

deop-ae- a monster, Dlck'o chip headedstraight for tho. Russian anchor j
chains, followed dangerously close by j
four othors that moved tholr helms j
aa ho moved hla, Suddenly a apurt of
flamo leaped out from a machine gua, J
and a stream of lead went whlatllng 1

not at the front Ehipc, but at tho .y
behind. Instantly the ahips that wer H
following Dick's opened up with all !

the guna they had a ocoro of tints 1
took up the rofrain. turning' the etona 'J
into holl's choruo. v v

Juat aa tho Spanish Armada was de- - .5
feated by the weather and not men, &
and only the courage of a faithful fe-a- K i
played second to tho weather, thU I l

ateel armada of Russia'o for the con- - ' j
quoring of PcrBla was swept and f
washed into unrccognitlon by a Cos- - v !

plan southeaster. Dick took no credit
to hlmaelf. He pursued the RuHBiaoa !.

until they wore scattered all apart f
And thon. In that condition, Dick drew I

off and left thom. s
It needed all hlo seamanship to a

lead hlo little string of ahips back to
tho shelter of the Island from which ' if
he had chased the Russians. i'

Before dawn, tho storm died down il
a little not enough for comfort, bnt 9
enough for aafety's sake. Ho ordered ithe anchors up at once and steamed g
away before the crows of the strand- - '' fod Russian ships could recognize him ? 9or tell the direction ho took. And bo- - j
fore midday he steamed into sight of f I
Aatrabad Bn; f 3

"Run the boats ashore outside tho 3
bay!" he ordered. "Thon blow them J 4
up. Lot the engineers and crow bring f A

their things ashore, but keep them
prisonors they'll bo useful In an hour rj
or two." . j. Ifif

News of Dick's coming wa3 reported ', j

in Aatrabad by tho roar of five ex- - v J
plosions, and by that time Dick ha, a
In all, nearly two hundred prisoners. (

He marched them to the row or f

wagons on the hillside and then sent
a mounted man to the city with a
flag of truco and word that he waa
willing to exchange . ,

"Toll him I will treat with him di- - i
recti" the prlnceaa answered. j,

The man rodo back with her mes-sag- e

and Dick frowned. '

"Ride back!" he ordorcd. "Tell her I I

will come and moot her half way. with J.

ono man, provided she shows my forty- -
three alive outside the wall flrBfc" ft.

So the princeaa made a virtue of
necessitv and rode out with her maid, j' I

followed at a distance by Dick's forty- - . ,

three. j
Dick did not dismount He touched ?,

' hla forehead, since ho wore no hat, J
and thon met tho princess eye to eye.

"Is this a decent note to send to a
lady?" she asked in French, holding b

out a piece of paper from Dick's mem- - ' I

orandum book that he had given to

the gunner major. j

Dick smiled. : !

" 'Those men aro murderers, sat iread, "and this officer has done hli ,

beet to kill me. I can imagine no i
worse fate for olther than to lcavp
them to your tender mercy. Do your
best or worst. Dick Anthony.' Is that t gf
a decent letter, Dick?" I

"What's tho matter with it?" t- -

asked. "How did you treat themf ;

Look at them" 1. 9f.

Ho could havo bitten his tongue off 5; i

tho next instant for she turned be- - Sh

fore he meant her to and saw! 3h

She saw Andry, and there was little W
else to see because tile man was huge. St
and Marie Mouquln's inches wero all M

smothered In his vast embrace. W

"Have vou a chaplain in Astrabad?" ft.
asked Dick. i &

Tho princess smiled sweetly as an I W
angel; so Dick knew he might expect W
new deviltry. jaj

"Andry!" he said stornly. j Jj
Tho giant sot tno maid on her feet , ft

and stood upright Tho girl sobbed j m
as ehe drew her first long breath in

' 9f
minutes.

"Get to your place behind me!" .; ,ic
"Now," said Dick- - "We are hero to m

exchange prisoners. I offer all I hold .Wh
of vour men against my forty-thre- e I
you" have brought out with you."

"Take your forty-three- !" she said, j d
glancing back and motioning them f

forward with her arm. i a,
Tho poor devils wore so sore and j. K,

famished they could scarcely begin to i WQ

march, but they dragged therasolvofl Br
forward and each touched tho earth ' jja
as ho passed Dick. 3

"That ends the parley, then!" ra.ld 2;

the prmcosa. i

"Slnco you say so," answered Dick. ;

"Then, take that, sir!" K ift3"ho plunged her hand Into her breast
drew a knife. She poised It j

aimed It for ten seconds whilo Dick I L
sat and smiled at her and hurled It j' c
at him. But he ducked and the knife p Up
went whizzing past Andry's head as
the big man rushed forward to pro- - jjUl
tect his master. j 9

"So, the parley's ovor, Is it?" laugh- - ..

ed Dick. k.

Ho looked down at the flag of truce &

that sho had flung to tho earth. Her - K.,
horse was standing on it- - Ho tosseu i

his own down and laughed. She j,' 6s
screamed, for she knew a turn ol fj,
events was coming that she was pot & '
srong enough to copo with. She wheel- - J. .
ed her horse and spurred him, but I fD
Dick seized her rein, and she looked 2 th
up Into his oyos again, flashing be 1 uj
hate of him, but conscious of the fact
that she was at his mercy. i y

"My man Andry wants your maid,'' Hit

smiled Dick, "and sho seems to want -
him. So he's going to havo her."

The princess stared up at Dick, bat ' .i
sho did not answer. ( i

"Sho needs a chaporon." aaid Dick J
"Dick-- What d'you mean?" all
Dick recognized tho now noto in her jtty,

voice, and his own changed instantly. 3 ',"I mean exactly what I say! Take p
your girl, Andry!" V

Moro amazed than ever the princess i
had been, Andry stopped forward 1 l
and obeyed. I I

"Como on!" i III
Dick seized tho princess bridle rein j

and started back toward whoro hlJ ; fit
own men waited. Sho tried to thro jr.
horsolf froni the saddle, but ho seized
her around the waist; and alnca u&Andry's girl would follow him without E;
persuasion, the giant left her to atrida j ji;,
beside the princess' horse. '

"You vixen!" Dick called her; and j,
that was the hardest thing he had ovef
called a woman to her faco. "You gave r
all your trumps away whon you threw f
that knlfo at me! You'll como now V5 ! .

the mountains and protect your maid's
good name!"

Sho did not answer. She was dnmo '

with rago and fear. Dick rode i , Ither at a walk until ho roached th f V
barricade. f I03!

"Now, burn those wagons!" he or- - f ant
dercd. "Hurry I" , f. Bar

Within ten minutes tho long line of i
wood and wheels was all ablaze, and ; vrf1
the princess looked past it at tho Cas- - 2lJ
plan, beyond whoso waves was Hub- - tt th&
sia and tho world of intrigue and lux- -
ury that sho loved. Her eyes r,'tsH fi"1"
wet, but Dick laid a hand on her arm JL It
and called her. j :.by

"Come!" ho said simply. Then, turn- - -j
"

ing to his men, he shouted at thera f t
"Forward! Ride! Rldo to tho aid . tfV0
Uaberr AH TChnnl" Id

alt tf


